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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 4-23 are presented for examination. 

Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: 

a. Information Disclosure Statements as received on 1 1/20/2006, 6/19/2006, 
4/21/2006, 3/3/2006, 11/02/200, 3/26/2004 are considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not.identicaliy disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stoltz et al., 
US Patent Number 6,615,264, hereinafter Stoltz, in views of Sikora et al., US Patent 
Number 6,449,646, hereinafter Sikora. 

5. Referring to claim 4, Stoltz teaches a computer-implemented method for providing 
clearinghouse services to a client device in an Internet Protocol (IP) telephony system 
(figure 2), comprising the steps of: 

a. transmitting a communication session set-up request (startup request) for a 
communication session to a proxy server (authentication manager 204) from a 
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client application operating on the client device (network, terminal 202)(Col 8 
lines 29-31, network terminal 202 sends a startup request to authentication 
manger 204), the client device and the proxy server coupled to an IP network (Col 
8 lines 45-56); 

b. transmitting an authorization request from the proxy server to a clearinghouse 
service running on a service point (authentication module 240) coupled to the IP 
network (figure 2, and Col. 9 lines 50-51, authentication manager 204 presents a 
message to authentication module 240), the clearinghouse service being 
accessible only by the proxy server (authentication manager 204) and one or more 
gateways (services 230-238)(figure 2); 

c. transmitting an authorization response from the service point (authentication 
module 240) to the proxy server (authentication manager 204) via the IP network 
(figure 2 and Col 10 lines 46-52, 59-64), the authorization response comprising 
the identity of one or more terminating gateways coupled to the IP network and 
available to complete the communication session (Col 10 lines 35-43), and an 
authorization token for each identified terminating gateway (Col 10 lines 1-12); 

d. selecting one of the terminating gateways with the proxy server to complete the 
communication session (Col 10 lines 59-64); 

e. transmitting via the proxy server the communication session set-up request to the 
selected terminating gateway via the IP network (Col 10 lines 59-64); and 

f. establishing the communication session via the selected terminating gateway (Col 
10 line 67 -Col 11 line 5). 

Stoltz does not teach a communication session is established via PSTN. 
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However, Sikora teaches a PSTN is coupled to the devices and servers for 
communication connections (figure 1 5 computer system is coupled to PSTN 26 and PSTN 
is coupled to server 36 with gateway 40, Col 4 lines 4-16). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate PSTN of Sikora in Stoltz such that to have Stoltz 
system to be able to implemented with a PSTN because Stoltz teaches a data 
communication system that is having a plurality of nodes interconnected together (figure 
2), and Sikora is suggesting the use of PSTN for connecting nodes in the communication 
system of Stoltz. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Stoltz because having the PSTN would allow a wider variety of 
communication method and protocols to be implemented on Stoltz' s system as taught by 
Sikora. 

6. Referring to claim 5, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising receiving user authentication information, wherein the user authentication 
information comprises a pass-word (Col 9 lines 16-26). 

7. Referring to claim 6, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising receiving user authentication information, wherein the user authentication 
information comprises payment information (Col 10 lines 21-26). 

8. Referring to claim 7, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising terminating the call set-up request if the client application is not a valid user 
of the services maintained at the proxy server (Col 19 lines 37-46). 



Application/Control Number: 10/811 ,058 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

9. Referring to claim 8, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, wherein 
transmitting via the proxy server a communication session set-up request to the selected 
terminating gateway via the IP network further comprises formatting the set-up request 
according to one of a H.323 and SIP protocol (Sikora Col 1 1 lines 64-66). 

10. Referring to claim 9, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising determining if the proxy server is a valid user of the call delivery services of 
the selected terminating gateway and determining if an authorization token has been 
issued by a known and valid clearinghouse service (Col 12 lines 35-48). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 10, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising determining if the proxy server is a valid user of the call delivery services of 
the selected terminating gateway and determining if an authorization token has been 
issued within an expiration period (Col 10 lines 13-19). 

12. Referring to claim 11, Stoltz as modified teaches the method of claim 4, further 
comprising determining if the proxy server is a valid user of the call delivery services of 
the selected terminating gateway and comparing a called number and a call identifier to 
information maintained in an authorization token (Col 12 lines 35-48). 

13. Referring to claims 12-23 claims 12-23 encompass the same scope of the invention as 
that of the claims 4-1 1 . Therefore, claims 12-23 are rejected for the same ground as the 
claims 4-11. 



Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
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the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by 
the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1.11 1(c). 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

16. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

17. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
October 22, 2007 




